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Abstract:

This research seeks to examine Umayyad poetry in light of the dialectic
between language and politics, through two contrasting models that represented
opposing faces of the era: Al-Akhtal al-Taghlibi, the voice of authority and
representative of the discourse of loyalty, and Al-Kumayt ibn Zayd al-Asadi, the
tongue of opposition and voice of protest. Poetry at that time was a field of struggle
no less fierce than the battlefield of swords; the word became a tool either to affirm
legitimacy or to undermine it, to beautify authority or to expose it.

The study is based on a comparative stylistic approach that seeks to uncover
how poetic language turns into a means of argumentation and persuasion. It
serves— in Al-Akhtal’s poetry— the project of loyalty and establishes a discourse
that glorifies the Umayyad rule as an extension of divine will, while it turns— in Al-
Kumayt’s poetry— into a weapon of protest that supports the oppressed and
condemns the corruption and tyranny of power.

The research relies on the stylistic method at its phonetic, structural,
semantic, and rhetorical levels, and has concluded that poetry in the Umayyad era
was not an art isolated from its reality, but rather an active tool in managing political
conflict and directing public opinion. The stylistic contrast between the two poets
reflects the depth of the intellectual paradox between the language of justification,
which is based on divine legitimacy, and the language of revolution, which beats
with the spirit of resistance. The first speaks in the name of authority, assured of its
support, while the second writes with the blood of the heart— sincere in pain, fearful

yet steadfast— believing that the word can shake thrones.
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1. Des figures du discours autres que les tropes. — Paris, 1827. Cf.

2. Ginette Collin. Science de I’lhomme, littérature et signification. Paris:

Flammarion, 1968, p. 104
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